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 Summary 

 

This session will cover when and how to add qualifiers to series authorized access points. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

At the end of this session you should have learned techniques which enable you to: 

 

 Understand when qualifiers should be used for series, subseries, and supplements, 

including series that are reproductions as well as translated language series  

 Know which types of qualifiers are available 

 Select an appropriate type of qualifier 

 Formulate the qualifier correctly 

 Understand when and how to apply multiple qualifiers 

 Revise series authority records (SARs) to reflect changes in qualifiers  

 

Table of Contents 
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Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether catalogers are required 
to record any attribute needed as a qualifier in a series AAP both in the  
AAP itself and as a separate element (using fields 046/336/368-386) in the series authority 
record.  The Series Policy Task Group has recommended that this be required, but no final 
decision has been made. 
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Introduction 

 

The general rules applying to differentiating works and expressions from each other also apply to 

series.  

 

RDA 0.6.3: “If the preferred title for a work is the same as or similar to a title for a different 

work, or to a name for a person, family, or corporate body, record as many of the additional 

identifying elements listed below as necessary to differentiate them. Record the elements either 

as additions to the access point representing the work, as separate elements, or as both.”  

 

The differentiating elements for works include Form of work, date of work, place of origin of the 

work, and other distinguishing characteristic of the work. 

 

Expressions are also differentiated from each other by recording specified elements either as 

additions to the access point representing the work, as separate elements, or as both.  RDA 0.6.3 instructs 

that identifier for the expression, content type, and language of expression must be added to all 

expression records. If necessary to differentiate, date of expression and/or other distinguishing 

characteristic of the expression should be added as elements to the record or to the access points.  

  

Given the current limitations of MARC 21 and most current OPACs, we are differentiating 

works from each other by additions to the access points (6.27.1.9). LC-PCC PS 6.27.1.9 restricts 

such differentiation to cases where one work has the same entire AAP as another work (not just a 

conflict in title proper).  

 

The Library of Congress differentiates only certain categories of expressions from each other 

through additions to access points; PCC policy has not yet been officially decided. (LC-PCC PS 

0.6.3 and 6.27.3), and may in fact end up diverging from LC’s policy. 

 

 

 

 

Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether SARs necessarily 
include FRBR elements from various WEMI levels or whether catalogers can avoid mixing 
FRBR elements when creating and editing SARs.  The Series Policy Task Group has 
recommended that catalogers do their best not to mix FRBR elements in an SAR, but no 
final decision has been made. 
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Why qualifiers in authorized access points (AAPs; formerly called headings)? 

 

Both to separate and bring together: 

   

 To separate (i.e., to distinguish): 

o An AAP for one work or expression from an identical one for a different work or 

expression  

o A variant access point (reference) from an authorized access point for a different 

work or expression 

o An AAP for a work or expression from an AAP for a person, family, or corporate 

body (not yet for a subject) 

 

 To bring together (i.e., to collocate): 

o AAPs (both primary and secondary; what we used to call: main and added entries) 

and linking entries for related works and expressions 

o SAR AAPs, analytic series access points, and collected set records 

 

 

What is the “right” qualifier? 

 

There is no automatic right qualifier! 

It all depends upon the “context” to which it is being compared at the time the SAR is created. 

 

 Differentiating works (RDA 6.27.1.9 and LC-PCC PS):  

For works, add in parentheses the form of work, date of work, place of origin of the 

work, and/or other distinguishing characteristic of the work.  For generic titles such as 
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“Bulletin,” normally the body issuing or publishing the series is used. In other cases, 

another qualifier may be more useful. 

 

 Differentiating expressions (RDA 6.27.3 and LC-PCC PS):  

For expressions, add to the authorized access point representing the work or the part or 

parts of the work. Add one or more of the following:  content type (6.9), date of the 

expression (6.10), language of the expression (6.10), and/or another distinguishing 

characteristic of the expression (6.12). 

 

Conflict-solving guidelines 

 

Refer to RDA 6.27.1.9 and LC-PCC PS for AAPs, and RDA 6.27.4 and LC-PCC PS for variant 

access points. 

  

What is the definition of “conflict”? 

 Other AAPs, in whatever field found and regardless of choice of entry, mode of issuance, 

etc., for serials/SARs, single and multi-part monographs, integrating resources, and 

series-like phrases.  

 AAPs for personal, family, and corporate names, or their variant access points consisting 

of initialisms and acronyms.  

 

Searching for conflict (see also Session 3: Searching) 

   

Search in your database: 

 Search the Library of Congress/NACO Authority File first for SARs (or serial title 

NARs) 

 If the SAR heading could be the name or initialism/acronym of a corporate, personal, 

or family name (1XX or 4XX), also search for NAR(s) 

    

Search for bibliographic records: 

 Search for 4XX and 8XX in analytic records 
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 Search for 245 of serial collected set records 

 Search for 245 of monographic titles, whether single or multivolume comprehensive 

descriptions 

 

      Resolving conflicts 

There are two basic principles: 

1. Don’t predict a conflict!*  

2. Add a qualifier only* to the AAP being established, except in the 

following cases: 

o The new AAP conflicts with a variant AAP on an existing SAR. In 

this case, add the qualifier to the variant AAP 

                                                                                     *(impact on cataloging resources) 

o There are separate numbered and unnumbered series by the same 

body and the existing SAR is for an unnumbered series (whether 

published at the same or a different time). In this case, add the 

qualifier to the unnumbered SAR AAP (see also Session 8, Related 

Series). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The series are in different physical media (see Session 6, 

Constructing the Series Authorized Access Point). 

 

Choice of qualifiers 

Past practice was to follow a prescribed order that was given in LCRI 25.5B. This caused 

complaints throughout the 1980’s.  

 

Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether we should 
consider numbered and unnumbered versions of the same series to be different 
series.  The Series Policy Task Group has recommended that catalogers 
“discontinue the practice of distinguishing between unnumbered and numbered 
versions of the same series,” but no final decision has been made. 
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Current practice leaves the choice up to cataloger’s judgment, except for generic titles.  

 

Generic titles always are qualified by the name of a relevant corporate body, to aid in the 

identification of the series.  

 

For other titles, the cataloger should use an appropriate explanatory word, brief phrase, or other 

designation. Place is probably most common choice but others (publisher, date, content type, 

edition statement, frequency, etc.) are possible, and may be better suited to a particular 

publication.  

 

 

 

 

 

The LC-PCC PS 24.6, H. (under Different carrier/media types, 3), instructs us to add a qualifier 

for media type if necessary to distinguish the series in the case where change of media type 

causes a major change (see also Session 8, Related Series). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use multiple qualifiers, separated by space-colon-space, if single qualifier doesn’t break the 

conflict 

 

If a CONSER record is readily available, use the same primary AAP that is used on the 

CONSER record, if the form is RDA or RDA compatible.  

 

Cataloger’s judgment for qualifier: 

 

Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether a prescribed preferred 
qualifier should be used with the conventional collective title “Works.”  The Series Policy 
Task Group has recommended that cataloger’s judgment be used to select the most 
appropriate qualifier for each situation, but no final decision has been made. 

Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether the print and online 
manifestations of the same series need to be differentiated by means of a qualifier.  The 
Series Policy Task Group has recommended that since these two manifestations are the same 
work and expression, they should have the same series AAP and a single SAR, but no final 
decision has been made. 
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 Don’t “disagree” with the choice of qualifier in an existing SAR 

for a non-generic title 

 Change such a qualifier only if it is wrong in fact or form 

 

The choice of qualifier is not affected by whether the SAR is for a monographic series, multipart, 

or series-like phrase. The cataloger should assume that the heading is for a series unless a series-

like phrase SAR is found.  

 

Remember that the same or similar titles won’t necessarily have the same type of qualifier due to 

changes in practice, cataloger’s judgment, and constantly-changing databases. 

 

Treatment decisions include:  classifying separately versus as a collection, analyzing versus not 

analyzing, and tracing versus not tracing the series. Since treatment decisions are “local,” they 

should not affect “national” information given on the SAR. 

  

 

Form of qualifier: 

Once you have made your decision as to what kind of qualifier to use, you need to choose the 

correct form of that qualifier. In some cases, you use the authorized form, in some cases, the 

form as found on the resource, and in some cases, simply a term you have selected. Apply the 

following guidelines to decide on the form to use: 

 

 Corporate body:  Use the RDA form from its own NAR, including any cataloger’s 

addition in NAR AAP.* 

 Place of publication:  Use the RDA form from its own NAR, but omit any cataloger’s 

addition in the NAR AAP.* 

 

*If there is not yet an RDA form in either of the above cases, it must be established. 

 

 Other qualifier:  Use the found form; no authority record is needed. 
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There is no separate MARC 21 subfield for the qualifier; it is simply enclosed in parentheses and 

added at the end of the series AAP. 

 

130 $a Blue book contractors register (Southern California edition) 

 

Additions to AAPs to resolve conflict: Examples 

 

Using form of work: 

130 $a Scottish History Society (Series) 

 

Using place of origin: 

130 .$a Studies in economic theory (Berlin, Germany) 

 

Using date of work: 

130$a First peoples (2010) 

130 $a Georgetown University round table on languages and linguistics series (2004)  

(This round table is not the same as the serial Georgetown University round table on 

languages and linguistics which has now ceased; the new monographic series contains 

contributions based on materials presented at the (still active) conference.) 

 

Using publisher or issuing body: 

130  $a Film classics (Hal Roach Studios) 

130  $a Map series (Geological Survey of Wyoming) 

130  $a Online exhibits (National Museum of Natural History (U.S.)) 

130  $a Literary classics (Gramercy Books (Firm)) 

130 $a Papers on Latin America (Columbia University. Institute of Latin American 

Studies) 

130 $a Bulletin (Museum of Indian Archaeology) 
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Using other distinguishing characteristic: 

100 $a Tolkien, J. R. R. $q (John Ronald Reuel), $d 1892-1973. $t Lord of the rings. $s 

Spoken word (Recorded Books, Inc.) 

100 $a Anastasius, ǂc Sinaita, Saint, ǂd active 640-700. ǂt Works ǂs (Corpus 

Christianorum) 

130 $a Chūgoku kotensen (Unnumbered) 

 

Using multiple qualifiers: 

130 $a WP (Series) (United States. Bureau of the Census) 

130 $a Bulletin (Museum of Northern Arizona : 1993) 

 

 

Special situations: 

1. Unnumbered/numbered titles from the same body 

2. Main series/subseries 

3. Supplement title not linked to parent resource’s title 

4. Republications 

5. Title identical to name, etc., of person/corporate body 

6. Changes involving qualifier 

7. Translation (a non-conflict situation) 

 

1) Unnumbered/numbered titles from the same body: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two separate scenarios, depending upon whether the change in series 

numbering appears to be random, or is following a pattern.  

Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether we should 
consider numbered and unnumbered versions of the same series to be different 
series.  The Series Policy Task Group has recommended that catalogers “discontinue 
the practice of distinguishing between unnumbered and numbered versions of the 
same series,” but no final decision has been made. 
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Treat as one series when the series numbering appears or disappears randomly 

on a single series. Code the 008/13 (Numbered or unnumbered series) as “c” 

(Numbering varies) (see Session 6, Constructing the Series Authorized Access 

Point). 

 

Treat as two separate series when a numbered series becomes unnumbered, or 

an unnumbered series becomes numbered, and does not account for earlier issues. 

Always add the qualifier “(Unnumbered)” to the heading for the unnumbered 

series. 

 

Example:  numbered/unnumbered 

New SAR: 

130  $a Organ classics collection 

642  $a v. 1 $5 DPCC $5 ___ 

643  $a Dover $b National Organists Association 

670  $a __________ 2002 $b label (Organ classics collection) 

 

Existing SAR updated to add qualifier; bibliographic records updated: 

130  $a Organ classics collection (Unnumbered) 

643  $a Dover $b National Organists Association 

670a ___________ 1994 $b label (Organ classics collection) 

 

2) Subseries:  testing for conflict 

If the main series is unnumbered, test for conflict using the entire AAP for the main 

series title and subseries title together. (When formulating the subseries portion of the 

AAP for testing, remember to delete any initial article in the subseries title): 

 

Testing with unnumbered main series for conflict—Example 1 

Bibliographic record:  

490 1  $a Education today. The humanities 
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Test for conflict in database:  

Education today. Humanities  

 

 

 

Testing with unnumbered main series for conflict—Example 2 

Bibliographic record:  

490 1  $a Research series. Part A, South America 

 

Test for conflict in database:  

Research series. Part A, South America 

 

If there is a conflict, add a qualifier at the end of the subseries title. 

 

 

If the main series is numbered, test the main series first. Then test the heading for the 

main series and the subseries title together. 

Testing with numbered main series for conflict—Example 

 

SAR for numbered main series:  

Investigations 

Subseries:  

Series B, Calculus 

Test the main series for conflict in the database:  

Investigations 

If conflict exists, add a qualifier:   

Investigations (_____________) 

Then, test the heading for the main series and the subseries:  

Investigations (____________).   Series B, Calculus 
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If there is a conflict with the entire phrase, then add another qualifier after the 

subseries title. 

 

 

 

3)  Numbered supplement entered subordinately to main title:  

SARs are only created for numbered supplements (LC-PCC PS 2.12). (Uunnumbered 

supplements receive a note in the bibliographic record, and the relationship can be 

referenced according to chapters 24-28 depending upon the type of relationship.) (See 

also Session 11, Special Numbers and Supplements to Analyzed Serials.) 

 

Search for the RDA form for the parent resource. Search for an SAR, an NAR, or 

a CONSER RDA bibliographic record (LC-PCC PS 6.27.1.9 Serials #10).  

 

If there is an RDA form, use it in the SAR series AAP.  

 

If there is not an RDA form, you must first establish the RDA form for the parent 

resource, in order to provide the foundation to which you will add the supplement 

information. Test the preferred title of the parent resource for conflict and create 

an NAR (or SAR) for the parent resource’s RDA form.  

 

Then test the SAR AAP of the parent resource RDA form plus the preferred title 

of the supplement. If there is a conflict, add a qualifier at the end of the AAP for 

the parent + numbered supplement. 

 

Supplement example  

Parent resource:  

Journal of education 

Supplement title:  
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Monograph supplement 

RDA AAP for parent resource:  

Journal of education (New York, N.Y.) 

Test parent resource form + supplement preferred title for SAR AAP: 

Journal of education (New York, N.Y.). Monograph supplement 

 

4) Republications: 

Because one SAR is used for the original and all republications, do not add a qualifier to 

identify the republication.  Create or use the AAP for the original series. The original 

series may need a qualifier because its title is in conflict. 

 

5) Series title is identical to a name, initialism, etc.:  

If the series title conflicts with the authorized or variant access point for the name of a 

person, corporate body, conference, or jurisdiction, add “(Series)” as a qualifier even if 

there is no title-to title conflict. Add the qualifier to the SAR, regardless of whether it is 

for a monographic series, a multipart item, or a series-like phrase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also search a one-word series title as a name because a word in one language may be an 

initialism in another language. If there is still a conflict, add a second qualifier in its own 

set of parentheses. 

 

Examples: conflict with name, etc. 

SAR AAPs: 

130  $a Marco Polo (Series) 

130  $a United States (Series) 

Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether we should 
continue to use the qualifier “(Series)” for multipart monographs and series-like 
phrases. The Series Policy Task Group has recommended that catalogers continue to 
use the qualifier “(Series)” for multipart monographs, but not for series-like phrases, 
but no final decision has been made. 
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130  $a Buckinghamshire Record Society (Series) 

130  $a PLA (Series) (Lincoln, Neb.) 

 

6) Change in qualifier  – create a new SAR: 

Create a new SAR whenever: 

 A corporate body used in the qualifier of the existing series AAP has changed its 

name (the most common situation). 

 A different corporate body has become responsible for the series. 

 There has been a permanent change in the physical medium of the series.  

(Additional information is given in Session 8, Related Series.) 

 

Example: change in qualifier 

130  $a Discussion paper series (U.S. High School Debate Association) 

If the association which was used as a qualifier to the 1XX changes its name, a new SAR 

is needed:  

130  $a Discussion paper series (U.S. Secondary School Debate Association) 

 

 

Change in qualifier – use the same SAR: 

   Revise the same SAR whenever: 

1. The place of publication for the series has changed, with or without a change in 

publisher (the most common situation). 

 

Add a 4XX variant access point with the later place of publication as a qualifier, to help 

identify the correct SAR. 

 

   130  $a Political science monographs (Nairobi, Kenya) 

   430  $a Political science monographs (Raleigh, N.C.) 

 

   130  $a Computer applications (Seattle, Wash.) 
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   430  $a Computer applications (Reston, Va.) 

 

 

2. The place of publication has changed its name (less common). 

 

If the name of the higher jurisdiction has changed, revise the qualifier in the 1XX and add 

the earlier form of the higher jurisdiction in a 4XX variant access point. 

 

130 $a Ars (Bratislava, Slovakia) 

430 $a Ars (Bratislava, Czechoslovakia) $w nne 

643  $a Bratislava $b Veda 

 

If only the name of the local place has changed, then add a 4XX variant AAP with the 

later form of the AAP as a qualifier. 

 

3. A change has occurred in another qualifier 

 

Explain the change in a 667 field, and give a 4XX reference if it considered helpful. 

 

7) Translated Series: 

Use the AAP for the original series (which may already have a qualifier), and add the 

language name in subfield $l (LC-PCC PS 6.27.3). Give a 4XX variant AAP from the 

translated title (See also the explanation of multilingual expressions of the same work in 

Session 6, Constructing the Series Authorized Access Point.) 

 

Original: 

130 $a Report (International Labour Organisation. Textile Committee) 

French translation: 

130 $a Report (International Labour Organisation. Textile Committee). $l French 

430 $a Rapport (International Labour Organisation. Textile Committee) 
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Questions on Session 6a? 

 

 

Review questions: 

1) What are the three exceptions to the principle of adding a qualifier to the AAP being 

established? 

2) What is the first choice of qualifier for a generic title?  For a nongeneric title? 

3) For a subseries, how do you decide what to test for conflict? 

4) What qualifier is used if a series title conflicts with the name, etc., of person or corporate 

body? 

5) May you change the existing qualifier for a non-generic title because you think your 

qualifier is a “better” choice? 

 

 

 

 


