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Van Alstyne, Lawrence, 1839-1923.
Diary of an enlisted man.

1862-1864.

1item.

Sharon Historical Society, Sharon, Conn.

Resident of Sharon, Conn.; served in 128th New York Volunteers and
90th U.S. Colored Troops during the Civil War.

Journal kept by Van Alstyne recording his daily military experiences as
an eye witness to Civil War events as seen with the eyes of an enlisted
man. Subjects include his adjustment to poor living conditions, his move
southward by ship and train, training at Camp Millington (Baltimore,
Md.), move to Louisiana and the illnesses on board ship, diseases of the
troops at Chalmette and then Parapet, La., the battle at Port Hudson,
and then time spent at Donaldsonville, La.; and then his reassignment
with the Corps de Afrique and new duties at Brashear City, La., giving
particular attention to his interaction with the black community,
revealing inner prejudice when signing up African American troops.
Although his personal views are not progressive, he has an encounter
with abused slaves and notes of the slaves' great devotion to President
Lincoln, whom they feel is their only hope in gaining freedom..
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