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CHAP. 107.—An act to provide for the sale of desert lands in certain States and Ter-
ritories—

- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for any
-eitizen of the United States, or any person of requisite age *“ who may be
entitled to become a citizen, and who has filed bis declaration to become
such” and upon payment of twenty five cents per acre—to file a deela.
ration under oath with the register and the receiver of the land district
in which any desert land is situated, that he intends to reclaim a tract
of desert-land not exceeding one section, by conducting water upon the
same, within the period of three years thereafter, Provided Lowever
that tbe right to the use of water by the person so _conducting the
same, on or to any tract of desert land of six hundred and forty acres
shall depend upon bona fide prior appropriation : and such right shall
not exceed the amount of water actually appropriated, and necessarily
used for the purpose of irrigation and reclamation: and all surplus
water over and above such actual appropriation and use, together with
the water of all, lakes, rivers and other sources of water snpply upon
.the public lands and not navigable, shall remain and be held free for
the appropriation and use of the publie for irrigation, mining and manu-
facturing purposes subject to existing rights. Said declaration shall
describe particularly said section of land if surveyed, and, if unsurveyed,

shall describe the same as nearly as possible mthouc a survey Ab any
time within the period of three years after filing said declaration, upon
making satisfactory proof to the register and receiver of the reclama-
tion of said tract of land in the manuner aforesaid, and upon the pay-
ment to the receiver of the additional sum of one dollar per acre for a
tract of land not exceeding six hundred and forty acres to any one per-
son, a patent for the same shall be issued to him. Provided, that no
person shall be permitted to enter more than one tract of land and not
to exceed six hundred and forty acres which shall be in compaect form.

SEcTION 2. That all lands exclusive of timberlands and mineral lands
which will not, witbout irrigation, produce some agricultural ecrop,
shall be deemed desert lands, within the meaning of this act, which fact
shall be aseertained by proof of two or more credible witnesses under
oath, whose aflidavits shall be. filed in the land office in which said tract
of Iand may be sitnated—

SeerioN 3. That this act shall only apply to and take effect in the
States of California, Oregon aud Nevada, and the Territories of Wash-
ington, Idaho, Montzma, Utah, Wyoming Arizona, New Mexico and
Dakota, and the determination of what may be wonsidered desert land
shall be subject to the decision and regulation of the Commissioner of

_the General Land Office.

Approved, March 3, 1877.

CHAP, 108.—An act in relation to the Iot Springs reservation in the State of
Arkansas.

Be ¢ enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of ‘America in Congress assembled, That so much of section five of
an ‘act of June eleventh, eighteen houdred and seventy, in relation to
the Hot Springs reserv atlon of Arkansas, as provides for the appoint-
ment of a receiver by the court, be, and the same is hereby, repealed :
Provided, That nothing in this secmon shall be constued to affect the
mght of the United States to collect and receive rents already due.

DEC. 2. That it shall be the duty of the President of the United States
npon the passage of this act, to appoint three disecreet, competent, and
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