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FORTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cn. 260, 261, 262, 1878,

. ]Section fifteen hundred and six is hereby amended so as to read as
ollows :

“SEC. 1506, Any officer of the Navy may, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, be advanced, not exceeding thirty numbers
in rank, for eminent and conspicuous conduct in battle or extraordinary
heroism ; and the rank of officers shall not be changed except in accord-
ance with the provisions of existing law, and by end with the advice
and consent of the Senate.”

Approved, June 17, 1878.

CHAP. 261.—An act to increase the pension of certain pensioned soldiers and sail-
ors who bave lost both their hands or both their feet or the sight of both eyes in the
service of the country.

Whereas, it is apparent that the present pension paid to soldiers and
sailors who have lost both their hands or both their feet in the service
of the country is greatly inadequate to the support of such as have
families : Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That on and after the passage
of this act, all soldiers and sailors who have lost either both their hands
or both their feet or the sight of both eyes in the service of the United
States, shall receive, in lien of all pensions now paid them by the Gov-
ernment of the United States, and there shall be paid to them, in the
same manper as pensions are now paid to such persons, the sam of
seventy two dollars per month.

Approved, June 17, 1878,

CHAP. 262.—An act to provide for the distribution of the awards made under the
convention between the United States of America and the Republic of Mexico con-
cluded on the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State be,
and he is hereby, authorized and required to receive any and all moneys
which may be paid by the Mexican Republic under and in pursuance of
tbe conventions between the United States and the Mexican Republic
for the adjustment of claims, concluded July fourth, eighteen hundred
and sixty-eight, and April twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and seventy-
six; and whenever, and as often as, any installments shall have been
paid by the Mexican Republic on account of said awards, to distribute
the moneys 8o received in ratable proportions among the corporations,
companies, or private individuals respectively in whose favor awards
have been made by said commissioners, or by the nmpires, or to their

~ legal representatives or assigns, except as in this act otherwise limited

Appropriation to
%a.y awardsagainst

nited States, de-
ducted, etc.

or provided, according to the proportion which their respective awards
shall bear to the whole amount of such moneys then held by him, and
to pay the same, without other charge or deduction than is hereinafter
provided, to the parties respectively entitled thereto. And in making
such distribution and payment, due regard shall be had to the value at
the time of such distribution of the respective currencies in which the
said awards are made payable; and the proportionate amount of any
award of which by its terms the United States is entitled to retain a
part shall be deducted from the payment to be made on such award,
and shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States as a part of tho
unappropriasted money in the Treasury.

SEC. 2. That out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, a sufficient sum is hereby appropriated to enable the Secretary
of the Treasury to pay to the Secretary of State of the United States, in
gold or its equivalent, the equivalent of fifty thousand five huudred and
twenty-eight dollars and fifty-seven cents in Mexican gold dollars, and
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ten thousand five hundred aud fifty-nine dollars and sixty-seven cents
in American gold coin, and eighty-nine thousand four hundred and ten
dollars and seventeen cents in United States currency, said sums being
the aggregate in said currencies respectively of the awards made under
the said convention of July fourth, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, in
favor of citizens of the Mexican Republic against the United States, and
having been deducted from the amount awarded in favor of citizens of
the United States, and payable by Mexico, in accordance with article
four of the said treaty ; and that said sums, when paid to the Secretary
of State, as aforesaid, shall be regarded as part of the awards made
under the said treaty, to be paid or distributed as herein provided.

SEC. 3. That out of the payments and installments received from
Mexico, as aforesaid, on account of said awards, and out of the moneys
which shall be received by the Secretary of State under the provisions
of this act, the Secretary of State shall, when and as the same shall be
received and paid, and before any payment to claimants, deduct there-
from and retain a sum not to exceed five per centum of said moneys
awarded to citizens of the United States, until the aggregate of the
amounts so deducted and retained shall equnal the summ of one hundred
and fourteen thousand nine hundred and forty-eight dollars and seventy-
four cents, being the amount of the expenses of the commission, includ-
ing contingent expenses paid by the United States in accordance with
article six ot the treaty, as ascertained and determined in pursuance of
the provisions of the said treaty; which said sums, when and as the
same are deducted and retained, shall be, by the Secretary of State,
transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, and passed to the account
of, and be regarded as, unappropriated money in the Treasury.

SEc. 4. That in the payment of money, in virtue of this act, to any
corporation, company, or private individual, the Secretary of State shalil

- first deduct and retain or make reservation of such sums of money, if
any, as may be due to the United States from any ccrporation, company,
or private individual in whose favor awards shall have been made under
the said convention.

SEC. 5. And whereas the government of Mexico has called the atten-
tion of the government of the United States to the claims hereinafter
named with a view to a rehearing therefore be it enacted, that th:e Presi-
dent of the United be and he is hereby requested to investigate any
charges of fraud presented by the Mexican government as to the cases
hereinafter named, and if he shall be of the opinion that the honor of
the United States, the principles of public law or considerations of
justice and equity, require that the awards in the cases of Benjamin
Weil and La Abra Silver Mining Company, or either of them, should be
opened and the cases retried, it shall be lawful for him to withhold pay-
ment of said awards, or either of them until such case or cases shall be
retried and decided in such manner as the governments of the United
States and Mexico way agree, or until Congress shall otherwise direct.
And in case of such retrial and decision, any woneys paid or to be paid
by the Republic of Mexico in respect of said awards respectively, shall
be beld to abide the event, and shall be disposed of accordingly ; and
the said present awards shall be set aside, modified or affirmed as may
be determined on such retrial: Provided, That nothing herein shall be
construed as an expression of any opinion of Congress in respect to the
character of said claims, or either of them.

Approved, June 18, 1878,

CHAP. 263.—An act making appropriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal
year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and for other pur-
poses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, and

the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury
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