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Prow"i . Provided, That the commissions of the class of eighteen hundred and
lass of 1881. . eighty-one be dated from July first, eighteen hundred and eighty-

three, and their names be placed on the Navy Register immediately
after the name of William D. Weaver, and that they take precedence
in their grade and corps according to their proficiency as shown by
their order of merit at the date of graduation; and that the commis-

lass of 188s. sions of the class of eighteen hundred and eighty-two be dated from
July first, eighteen hundred and eighty-four, and their names be
placed on the Navy Register immediately after the name of Charles
E. Rommell, and that they take precedence in their grade and corps
according to their proficiency as shown by their order of merit at
the date of graduation: Provided, That any of such cadet engineers

Physical examina- who failed to pass the physical examination at the Naval Academy
10s. made at the time of their graduation shall be subjected to further

examinations before receiving their appointments, as above author-
ized.

Approved, July 9, 1888.

July 9, 1888. CHAP. 592.-An act to authorize the construction of a bridge over the Cumber
land River, between Burnside. Kentucky, and Carthage, in Tennessee, or the South
fork of said river, between Burnside and Tateville, Kentucky.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Cininnati and Bir- United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Cincin-

nom'ghamyRbridge nati and Birmingham Railroad Company, a corporation existing
ee Buride, under the laws of the State of Tennessee, be, and is hereby, authorized

and Carthage, Tenn., to construct, operate, and maintain a bridge over the Cumberland
orTatevlle, Ky River, between Burnside, Kentucky, and Carthage, Tennessee, or the

south fork of said river, between Burnside and Tateville, in Kentucky.
,RatBawagon,and Said bridge shall be constructed to provide for the passage of rail-

'o ~ way trains, and, at the option of the persons by whom it may be built,
may be used for the passage of wagons and vehicles of all kinds, for
the transit of animals, and for foot-passengers, for such reasonable
rates of toll as may be approved from time to time by the Secretary of

Litigation. War; and in case of any litigation concerning any alleged obstruc-
tion to the free navigation of said river on account of said bridge, the
cause may be tried before the circuit court of the United States in
whose jurisdiction any portion of said obstruction or bridge is located.

Lawulstructureand SEC. 2. That any bridge constructed under this act and accordingl route. to its limitations shall be a lawful structure, and shall be recognized
and known as a post-route, upon which also no higher charge shall
be made for the transmission over the same of the mails, the troops,
and the munitions of war of the United States than the rate per mile
paid for their transportation over the railroads or public highways
leading to said bridge; and the United States shall have the right of

Postal telegraph. way for postal-telegraph and telephone purposes across said bridge.
Seceta o ar to SEC. 3. That said bridge shall be made under such specifications

and plans as to the spans, draw-bridge, and so forth, as may be
approved by the Secretary of War.

Other companies SEC. 4. That all railroad companies desiring the use of said bridge
shall have and be entitled to equal rights and privileges relative to
the passage of railway trains over the same, and over the approaches
thereto, upon payment of a reasonable compensation for such use;
and in case the owner or owners of said bridge and the several rail-
road companies or any of them desiring such use, shall fail to agree
upon the sum or sums to be paid, and upon rules and conditions to
which each shall conform in using said bridge, all matters at issue

ecariW arto between them shall be decided by the Secretary of War upon a
hearing of the allegations and proofs of the parties.

t vpctto SEC. 5. That any bridge authorized to be constructed under this
act shall be built and located under and subject to such regulations
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for the security of navigation of said river as the Secretary of War
shall prescribe; and to secure that object the said company or corpo-
ration shall submit to the Secretary of War, for his examination and
approval, a design and drawings of the bridge, and a map of the
location, giving, for the space of one mile above and one mile below
the proposed location, the topography of the banks of the river, the
shore-lines at high and low water, the direction and strength of the
currents at all stages, and the soundings, accurately showing the bed
of the stream, the location of any other bridge or bridges, and shall
furnish such other information as may be required for a full and
satisfactory understanding of the subject; and until the said plan
and location of the bridge are approved by the Secretary of War the
bridge shall not be built; and should any change be made in the plan
of said bridge during the progress of construction, such change shall
be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War; and if said bridge
is not commenced within two years and completed within four years Commencementand
from the passage of this act, the rights and privileges hereby granted completion.

shall be null and void.
SEC. 6. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby Amendment.

expressly reserved, and the right to require any changes in said
structure or its entire removal, at the expense of the owners thereof,
whenever the Secretary of War shall decide that the public interest
requires it, is also expressly reserved.

Approved, July 9, 1888.

CHAP. 593.-An act providing for an international marine conference to secure July 9,1888.
greater safety for life and property at sea.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President
of the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and requested
to invite the Government of each maritime nation to send delegates
to a marine conference that shall assemble at such time and place as
he may designate, and to appoint seven delegates, two of whom shall
be an officers of the United States Navy and one an official of the Life-
Saving Service, two masters from the merchant marine (one from the
sailing marine and one from the steam marine), and two citizens
familiar with shipping and admiralty practice to represent the United
States at said marine conference, and to fill vacancies in their number.

SEC. 2. It shall be the object of said marine conference to revise
and amend the rules, regulations, and practice concerning vessels at
sea, and navigation generally and the " International Code of Fiag
and Night Signals;" to adopt a uniform system of marine signals, or
other means of plainly indicating the direction in which vessels are
moving in fog, mist, falling snow, and thick weather, and at night;
to compare and discuss the various systems employed for the saving
of life and property from shipwreck, for reporting, marking, and
removing dangerous wrecks or obstructions to navigation, for desig-
nating vessels, for conveying to mariners and persons interested in
shipping, warnings of approaching storms, of dangers to navigation,
of changes in lights, buoys, and other day and night marks, and other
important information; and to formulate and submit for ratification
to the Governments of all maritime nations proper international regu-
lations for the prevention of collisions and other avoidable marine
disasters.

SEC. 3. That the sum of twenty thousand dollars, or so much thereof
as shall be necessary, is hereby appropriated, out of any money in
the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, for the
necessary expenses of said marine conference. including the pay and
allowances of the representatives of the United States therein, which
shall be at the rate of five thousand dollars per annum, and actual
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