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rendered in pursuance of this act, in favor of claimants and against
the United States, and not paid as hereinbefore provided, which shall
thereupon be appropriated for in the proper appropriation bill.

Sales, attorneys' SEC. 9. That all sales, transfers, or assignments of any such
cdared void.etc'' claims heretofore or hereafter made, except such as have occurred

in the due administration of decedents' estates, and all contracts here-
tofore made for fees and allowances to claimants' attorneys, are hereby
declared void, and all warrants issued by the Secretary of the Treas-

Warrantspayableto ury, in payment of such judgments, shall be made payable and
caimant, etc. delivered only to the claimant or his lawful heirs, executors or ad-

ministrators or transferee under administrative proceedings, except
Allowance to attor- so much thereof as shall be allowed the claimant's attorneys by the

neys. court for prosecuting said claim, which may be paid direct to such at-
torneys, and the allowances to the claimant's attorneys shall be regu-
lated and fixed by the court at the time of rendering judgment in
each case and entered of record as part of the findings thereof; but

Maximum in no case shall the allowance exceed fifteen per cent of the judg-
ment recovered, except in case of claims of less amount than five
hundred dollars, or where unusual services have been rendered or
expenses incurred by the claimant's attorney, in which case not to
exceed twenty per cent of such judgment shall be allowed by the
court.

Appeal SEC. 10. That the claimant, or the United States, or the tribe of
* Indians, or other party thereto interested in any proceeding brought

under the provisions of this act, shall have the same rights of appeal
as are or may be reserved in the Statutes of the United States in
other cases, and upon the conditions and limitations therein con-
tained. The mode of procedure in claiming and perfecting an ap-
peal shall conform, in all respects, as near as may be, to the statutes
and rules of court governing appeals in other cases.

A papes, etc., to SEC. 11. That all papers, reports, evidence, records and proceed-
coeurit. s e the ings now on file or of record in any of the departments, or the office

of the Secretary of the Senate, or the office of the Clerk of the House
of Representatives, or certified copies of the same, relating to any
claims authorized to be prosecuted under this act, shall be furnished
to the court upon its order, or at the request of the Attorney-General.

SEC. 12. To facilitate the speedy disposition of the cases herein
Additional assistant provided for, in said Court of Claims, there shall be appointed, in the

Attnopre-ynerai to manner prescribed by law for the appointment of Assistant Attorney-
Generals, one additional Assistant Attorney-General of the United
States, who shall receive a salary of twenty-five hundred dollars per
annum.

SEC. 13. That the investigation and examinations. under the pro-
Investigation under visions of the acts of Congress heretofore in force, of Indian depre-

t laws to ease. dation claims, shall cease upon the taking effect of this act, and the
Balancesto be cov- unexpended balance of the appropriation therefor shall be coveredered t ininto the Treasury, except so muc thereof as may be necessary for

disposing of the unfinished business pertaining to the claims now
under investigation in the Interior Department, pending the transfer
of said claims and business to the Court or courts herein provided
for, and for making such transfers and a record of the same, and for
the proper care and custody of the papers and records relating thereto.

Approved, March 3, 1891.

March 3,1891. CHAP. 539.-An act to establish a court of private land claims, and to provide
for the settlement of private land claims in certain States and Territories.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
court of private United States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall
nd c aims estab- be, and hereby is, established a court to be called the court of privatelished.
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land claims, to consist of a chief justice and four associate justices, Composition.
who shall be, when appointed, citizens and residents of some of the Qualifications
States of the United States, to be appointed by the President, by and Appointment by

with the advice and consent of the Senate, to hold their offices for President.

the term expiring on the thirty-first day of December, anno Domini official term.
eighteen hundred and ninety-five; any three of whom shall constitute Quorum.

a quorum. Said court shall have and exercise jurisdiction in the Jurisdiction.
hearing and decision of private land claims according to the provi-
sions of this act. The chief justice and associate justices shall each Compensation of

receive a compensation of five thousand dollars per year, payable justices.

monthly, and their necessary traveling and personal expenses while
engaged in the performance of their duties. The said court shall
appoint a clerk, at a salary of two thousand dollars a year, who shall Clerk and deputy.

attend all the sessions of the court, and a deputy clerk, where regular
terms of the court are held, at a salary of eight hundred dollars a year.
The court shall also appoint a stenographer, at a salary of fifteen Stenographer.

hundred dollars a year, who shall attendall the sessions of the court,ay
and perform the duties required of him by the court.

The said court shall have power to adopt all necessary rules and Powers, etc., of

regulations for the transaction of its business and to carry out the court.

provisions of this act; to issue any process necessary to the trans-
action of the business of said court, and to issue commissions to take commisionstotake
depositions as provided in chapter seventeen of title thirteen of the depositions.

Revised Statutes of the United States. Each of said justices shall Oaths, etc.

have power to administer oaths and affirmations. It shall be the United States mar-

duty of the United States marshal for any district or Territory in eshastoserveprocess,
which the court is held to serve any process of the said court placed
in his hands for that purpose, and to attend the court in person or
by deputy when so directed by the court. The court shall hold sessionsof court.
such sessions in the States and Territories mentioned in this act as
shall be needful for the purposes thereof, and shall give notice of the Notice by publca-

times and places of the holding of such sessions by publication in ionn English and

both the English and Spanish languages, in one newspaper pub-
lished at the capital of such State or Territory, once a week for two
successive weeks, the last of which publications shall be not less
than thirty days next preceding the times of the holding of such ses-
sions, but such sessions may be adjourned from time to time without Adjourned sessions.

such publication.
SEC. 2. That there shall also be appointed by the President, by u.s. Attorney.

and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a competent attor- p onsintent by

ney, learned in the law, who shall when appointed be a resident and Qualifications, etc.
citizen of some State of the United States, to represent the United
States in said court. Such attorney shall receive a compensation of compensation.
three thousand five hundred dollars per year, payable monthly, and
his necessary traveling and personal expenses while engaged in the
discharge of his duties. And there shall be appointed by the said Interpreter and

court a person who shall be when appointed a citizen and resident translator.

of some State of the United States, skilled in the Spanish and Eng-
lish languages, to act as interpreter and translator in said court,
to attend allthe sessions thereof, and to perform such other service
as may be required of him by the court. Such person shall be en- Compensation.

titled to a compensation of one thousand five hundred dollars per
year, payable monthly, and his necessary traveling and personal
expenses while engaged in the discharge of his duties.

SEC. 3. That immediately upon the organization of said court Notice of oraniza-

the clerk shall cause notices thereof, and of the time and place tion of court, etc. in

of the first session thereof, to be published for a period of ninety Englshandpanish

days in one newspaper at the city of Washington and in one pub-
lished at the capital of the State of Colorado and of the Terri-
tories of Arizona and New Mexico. Such notices shall be published
in both the Spanish and English languages, and shall contain the
substance of this act.
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Production of rec- SEC. 4. That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the
ords, et., in ot. General Land Office of the United States, the surveyors-general of

such Territories and States, or the keeper of any public records who
may have possession of any records and papers relating to any land
grants or claims for land within said States and Territories in relation
to which any petition shall be brought under this act, on the appli-
cation of any person interested, or by the attorney of the United
States, to safely transmit such records and papers to said court or
to attend in person or by deputy any session thereof when required
by said court, and produce such records and papers.

Competence,etc.,of SEC. 5. That the testimony which has been heretofore lawfully
evidence asto cim. and regularly received by the surveyor-general of the proper Terri-

tory or State or by the Commissioner of the General Land Office,
upon any claims presented to them, respectively, shall be admitted
in evidence in all trials under this act when the person testifying is
dead, so far as the subject matter thereof is competent evidence- and
the court shall give it such weight as, in its judgment, under all the
circumstances, it ought to have.

claimants under SEC. 6. That it shall and may be lawful for any person or personscertain unconfirmed
grants may petition or corporation, or their legal representatives, claiming lands within
court in Terrnory, the limits of the territory derived by the United States from the
wheieortissitting. Republic of Mexico and now embraced within the Territories of New

Mexico, Arizona, or Utah, or within the States of Nevada, Colorado,
or Wyoming by virtue of any such Spanish or Mexican grant,
concession, warrant, or survey as the United States are bound to
recognize and confirm by virtue of the treaties of cession of said
country by Mexico to the United States which at the date of the
passage of this act have not been confirmed by act of Congress, or
otherwise finally decided upon by lawful authority, and which are
not already complete and perfect, in every such case to present a
petition, in writing, to the said court in the State or Territory where

institution of cases said land is situated and where the said court holds its sessions, but
otre. cases arising in the States and Territories in which the court does

not hold regular sessions may be instituted at such place as may be
designated by the rules of the court.

Form, etc., of peti- The petition shall.set forth fully the nature of their claims to the
lands, and particularly state the date and form of the grant, conces-
sion, warrant, or order of survey under which they claim, by whom
made, the name or names of any person or persons in posse.sion of
or claiming the same, or any part thereof, otherwise than by the
lease or permission of the petitioner; and also the quantity of land
claimed and the boundaries thereof, where situate, withl a map
showing the same, as near as may be, and whether the said claim
has heretofore been confirmed, considered, or acted upon by Congress
or the authorities of the United States, or been heretofore submitted
to any authorities constituted by law for the adjustment of land
titles within the limits of the said territory so acquired, and by them
reported on unfavorably or recommended for confirmation, or author-
ized to be surveyed or not; and pray in such petition that the validity
of such title or claim may be inquired into and decided.

Jurisdiction, etc. And the said court is hereby authorized and required to take and
exercise jurisdiction of all cases or claims presented by petition in

Procedure. conformity with the provisions of this act, and to hear and determine
the same, as in this act provided, on the petition and proofs in case
no answer or answers be filed after due notice, or on the petition and
the answer or answers of any person or persons interested in prevent-
ing any claim from being established, and the answer of the attorney
for the United States where he may have filed an answer, and such

Service of opyf of testimony and proofs as may be taken; and a copy of such petition,
petitionanditaton. with a citation to any adverse possessor or claimant, shall, imme-

diately after the filing of the same, be served on such possessor or
claimant in the ordinary legal manner of serving such process in the
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proper State or Territory, and in like manner on the attorney for the
United States; and it shall be the duty of the attorney for the United Appearane, swer,
States, as also any adverse possessor or claimant, after service of .and'veurepossestsr.
petition and citation as hereinbefore provided, within thirty days,
unless further time shall, for good cause shown, be granted by the
court, or a judge thereof, to enter an appearance, and plead, answer,
or demur to said petition; and in default of such plea, answer, or de- Default.

murrer being made within said thirty days, or within the further
time which may have been granted as aforesaid, the court shall pro-
ceed to hear the cause on the petition and proofs, and, render a final Hearing on petition
decree according to the provisions of this act, and in no case shall a ande ree.
decree be entered otherwise than upon full legal proof and hearing;
and in every case the court shall require the petition to be sustained
by satisfactory proofs, whether an answer or plea shall have been
filed or not.

SEC. 7. That all proceedings subsequent to the filing of said peti- Proceedin after
tion shall be conducted as near as may be according to the practice pet'on
of the courts of equity of the United States, except that the answer
of the attorney of the United States shall not be required to be veri-
fied by his oath, and except that, as far as practicable, testimony
shall be taken in court or before one of the justices thereof. The
said court shall have full power and authority to hear and determine Powers, etc., of ad-

all questions arising in cases before it relative to the title to the land judicaio

the subject of such case, the extent, location, and boundaries thereof,
and other matters connected therewith fit and proper to be heard and
determined, and by a inal decree to settle and determine the question scope of final de-

of the validity of the title and the boundaries of the grant or claim cr ee

presented for adjudication, according to the law of nations, the stipu-
lations of the treaty concluded between the United States and the
Republic of Mexico at the city of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, on the second vol 9, p. 9a

day of February, in the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and forty-
eight, or the treaty concluded between the same powers at the city
of Mexico, on the thirtieth day of December, in the year of our Lord, Vol. 10, p, 1031.
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, and the laws and ordinances of
the Government from which it is alleged to have been derived, and
all other questions properly arising between the claimants or other
parties in the case and the United States, which decree shall in all very decree must

cases refer to the treaty, law, or ordinance under which such claim ences and apecifica
is confirmed or rejected; and in confirming any such claim, in whole tiona
or in part, the court shall in its decree specify plainly the location,
boundaries, and area of the land the claim to which is so confirmed.

SEC. 8. That any person or corporation claiming lands in any of Certain other clam-

the States or Territories mentioned in this act under a title derived completed tite may
from the Spanish or Mexican Government that was complete and apply for conatrma
perfect at the date when the United States acquired sovereignty
therein, shall have the right (but shall not be bound) to apply to
said court in the manner in this act provided for other cases for a
confirmation of such title; and on such application said court shall Procedure.

proceed to hear, try, and determine the validity of the same and the
right of the claimant thereto, its extent, location and boundaries, in
the same manner and with the same powers as in other cases in this
act mentioned.

If in any such case, a title so claimed to be perfect shall be es- Confirmationofper-

tablished and confirmed, such confirmation shall be for so much fet title, limited.

land only as such perfect title shall be found to cover, always ex-
cepting any part of such land that shall have been disposed of by Exception.

the United States, and always subject to and not to affect any con-
flicting private interests, rights, or claims held or claimed adversely Adverseclaims,etc.,

to any such claim or title, or adversely to the holder of any such notaffected.
claim or title. And no confirmation of claims or titles in this sec- ffect of confirma-
tion mentioned shall have any effect other or further than as a re- tnte rihts not
lease of all claim of title by the United States; and no private right afected
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of any person as between himself and other claimants or persons, in
,respect of any such lands, shall be in any manner affected thereby.

Proceedings by the It shall be lawful for and the duty of the head of the Department
UcerSatn cimantst of Justice, whenever in his opinion the public interest or the rights
etc.,to settle title,etc. of any claimant shall require it, to cause the attorney of the United

States in said court to file in said court a petition against the holder
or possessor of any claim or land in any of the States or Territories
mentioned in this act who shall not have voluntarily come in under
the provisions of this act, stating in substance that the title of such
holder or possessor is open to question, or stating in substance that
the boundaries of any such land, the claimant or possessor to or of
which has not brought the matter into court, are open to question,
and praying that the title to any such land, or the boundaries thereof,
if the title be admitted, be settled and adjudicated; and thereupon the

Notice. court shall, on such notice to such claimant or possessor as it shall
Hearing, etc. deem reasonable, proceed to hear, try, and determine the questions
Determination sub. stated in such petition or arising in the matter, and determine the

Ject to adverse right matter according to law, justice, and the provisions of this act, but
subject to all lawful rights adverse to such claimant or possessor, as
between such claimant and possessor and any other claimant or 'pos-
sessor, and subject in this respect to all the provisions of this sec-
tion applicable thereto.

Appeal. SEC. 9. That the party against whom the court shall in any case
decide-the United States, in case of the confirmation of a claim in
whole or in part, and the claimant, in case of the rejection of a claim,
in whole or in part-shall have the right of appeal to the Supreme
Court of the United States, such appeal to be taken within six
months from date of such decision, and in all respects to be taken
in the same manner and upon the same conditions, except in respect
of the amount in controversy, as is now provided by law for the
taking of appeals from decisions of the circuit courts of the United

Retrial by Supreme States. On any such appeal the Supreme Court shall retry the
Court on appeal, cause, as well the issues of fact as of law, and may cause testimony

to be taken in addition to that given in the court below, and may
amend the record of the proceedings below as truth and justice may
require; and on such retrial and hearing every question shall be

Final decree. open, and the decision of the Supreme Court thereon shall be final
and conclusive. Should no appeal be taken as aforesaid the decree
of the court below shall be final and conclusive.

Attorney-Generalto Upon the rendition of any judgment of the court confirming any
be nontfite( yattor- claim, it shall be the duty of the attorney of the United States to

ldgmentofconirma- notify the Attorney-General, in writing of such judgment. giving
°n. him a clear statement of tle case and the points decided by the court,

which statement shall be verified by the certificate of the presiding
Appeal by United judge of said court; and in any case in which such statement shall

States. not be received by the Attorney-General within sixty days next after
the rendition of such judgment, the right of appeal on the part of
the United States shall continue to exist until six months next after

Transmissionof ree the receipt of such statement. And if the Attorney-General shall so
ord to Attorney-Gen- direct, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court to transmit the
eral. record of any cause in which final judgment has been rendered to

the Attorney-General for his examination. In all cases it shall be
the duty of the Attorney-General to instruct the attorney for the

attorSnsey.to Us . United States what further course to pursue and whether or not an
appeal shall be taken.

certification of final SEC. 10. That whenever any decision of confirmation shall become
decree o confinra- final, the clerk of the court in which the final decision shall be had
tion to commissioner
of General andOfce shall certify that fact to the Commissioner of the General Land
by clerk of decreeing Office, with a copy of the decree of confirmation, which shall plainly

state the location, boundaries, and area of the tract confirmed. The
surveyofconfired said Commissioner shall thereupon without delay cause the tract sotra ct. confirmed to be surveyed at the cost of the United States. When
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any such survey shall have been made and returned to the surveyor-
general of the respective Territory or State, and the plat thereof
completed, the surveyor-general shall give notice that same has been Notice by publica-
done, by publicition once a week, for four consecutive weeks in two nltn, orfcompleted
newspapers, one published at the capital of the Territory or State survey.
and the other (if any such there be) published near the land so sur-
veyed, such notices to be published in both the Spanish and English
languages; and the surveyor-general shall retain such survey and Survey to be open
plat in his office for public inspection for the full period of ninety for ninetydaysc
days from the date of the first publication of notice in the news-
paper published at the capital of the Territory or State.

If, at the expiration of such period, no objection to such survey Approval and for-
shall have been filed with him, he shall approve the same and for-,' ne G e

n
e

ward it to the Commissioner of the General Land Office. If, within
the said period of ninety days, objections are made to such survey, If objected to, sur-
either by any party claiming an interest in the confirmation or by any vth o oi foarie
party claiming an interest in the tract embraced in the survey or any proofs,and report.
part thereof, such objection shall be reduced to writing, stating dis-
tinctly the interest of the objector and the grounds of his objection,
and signed by him or his attorney, and filed with the surveyor-gen-
eral, with such affidavits or other proofs as he may produce in sup-
port of his objection. At the expiration of the said ninety days the
surveyor-general shall forward such survey, with the objections and
proofs filed in support of or in opposition to such objections, and his
report thereon, to the Commissioner of the General Land Office.

Immediately upon receipt of any such survey, with or without commissioner of
objections thereto, the said Commissioner shall transmit the same, Gneral iand Offuce
with all accompanying papers, to the court in which the final decision etc., to court of In2

was made for its examination of the survey and of any objections decision-
and proofs that may have been filed, or shall be furnished; and the
said court shall thereupon determine if the said survey is in sub-
stantial accordance with the decree of confirmation. If found to Approval by court.
be correct, the court shall direct its clerk to indorse upon the face of
the plat its approval. If found to be incorrect, the court shall return correction.
the same for correction in such particulars as it shall direct. When
any survey is finally approved by the court, it shall be returned to Issue of patent to
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who shall as soon as confi rmee.
may be cause a patent to be issued thereon to the confirmee. One
half of the necessary expenses of making the survey and plat pro- One half of survey
vided for in this section, and in respect of which a patent shall be cia ?.ntepaido hy
ordered to be issued, shall be paid by the claimant or patentee, and
shall be a lien on said land, which may be enforced by the sale of so Fnforcement,lienon
much thereof as may be necessary for that purpose, after a default la

nd
.

of payment thereof for six months next after the approval of such
survey and plat; and no patent shall issue until such payment.

SEC. 11. That the provisions of this act shall extend to any city scope of act as to
lot, town lot, village lot, farm lot, or pasture lot claimed directly or claims.
mediately under any grant which may be entitled to confirmation by
the United States, for the establishment of a city, town, or village,
by the Spanish or Mexican Government, or the lawful authorities
thereof; but the claim for said city, town, or village shall be pre- Legalclaimantsand
sented by the corporate authorities of the said city, town, or village; representatives.
or where the land upon which said city, town, or village is situated
was originally granted to an individual the claim shall be presented
by or in the name of said individual or his legal representatives.

SEC. 12. That all claims mentioned in section six of this act which Neglect to file peti-
are by the provisions of this act authorized to be prosecuted shall, at toar' i two years a
the end of two years from the taking effect of this act, if no petition
in respect to the same shall have then been filed as hereinbefore pro-
vided, be deemed and taken, in all courts and elsewhere, to be aban-
doned and shall be forever barred: Proc ided, That in any case where Proviso.
it shall come to the knowledge of the court that minors, married
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women, or persons non compos mentis are interested in any land
claim or matter brought before the court it shall be its duty to ap-

Guardian ad Utem, point a guardian ad litem for such persons under disability and re-
etc., where disability. quire a petition to be filed in their behalf, as in other cases, and if

necessary to appoint counsel for the protection of their rights. The
judges, respectively, of said court are hereby authorized in all cases

Orders and interloc- arising under this act to grant in vacation all orders for taking testi-
Ctoay motions in va- mony, and otherwise to hear and dispose of interlocutory motions not
cation.

affecting the substantial merits of a case. And said court shall have
Powers of court. and possess all the powers of a circuit court of the United States in
Production of p- preserving order, compelling the production of books, papers, and

peontmpts. documents, the attendance of witnesses, and in punishing contempts.
Limitations. SEC. 13. That all the foregoing proceedings and rights shall be con-

ducted and decided subject to the following provisions as well as to
the other provisions of this act, namely:

No claim allowed, First. No claim shall be allowed that shall not appear to be upon
unless title lawfully a title lawfully and regularly derived from the Government of Spain
etc. or Mexico, or from any of the States of the Republic of Mexico hav-

ing lawful authority to make grants of land, and one that if not then
complete and perfect at the date of the acquisition of the territory by
the United States, the claimant would have had a lawful right to
make perfect had the territory not been acquired by the United
States, and that the United States are bound, upon the principles of
public law, or by the provisions of the treaty of cession, to respect
and permit to become complete and perfect if the same was not at
said date already complete and perfect.

No claim allowed Second. No claim shall be allowed that shall interfere with or
nterftritg ith In- overthrow any just and unextinguished Indian title or right to any

dia title,. land or place.

o confirmation to Third. No allowance or confirmation of any claim shall confer any
confer title, etc., to right or title to any gold, silver, or quicksilver mines or minerals of

Exceptions. the same, unless the grant claimed effected the donation or sale of
such mines or minerals to the grantee, or unless such grantee has
become otherwise entitled thereto in law or in equity; but all such

Mines and minerals, mines and minerals shall remain the property of the United States,
Utheproderty of the with the right of working the same, which fact shall be stated in all

Consent of owner, patents issued under this act. But no such mine shall be worked
to work mines. on any property confirmed under this act without the consent of the

owner of such property until specially authorized thereto by an act
of Congress hereafter passed.

No claim allowed Fourth. No claim shall be allowed for any land the right to which
for right hitherto de-
cidedbhycongresete has hitherto been lawfully acted upon and decided by Congress, or

under its authority.
Private rights of Fifth. No proceeding, decree, or act under this act shall conclude

other, not oncluded. or affect the private rights of persons as between each other, all of
which rights shall be reserved and saved to the same effect as if this

Rights between act had not been passed; but the proceedings, decrees, and acts herein
caited ta t es and provided for shall be conclusive of all rights as between the United
eluded. States and all persons claiming any interest or right in such lands.

Operation of decree Sixth. No confirmation of or decree concerning any claim under
Staefganst nited this act shallin any manner operate or have effect against the United

Release of its title States otherwise than as a release by the United States of its right
only. and title to the land confirmed, nor shall it operate to make the

Non-liability of Uni- United States in any manner liable in respect of any such grants,
ted tates, claims, or lands, or their disposition, otherwise than as is in this act

provided.
No confirmation. Seventh. No confirmation in respect of any claims or lands men-

etc.. for mouare thanue tioned in section six of. this act or in respect of any claim or title
eleven square leagues
to original grantee, that was not complete and perfect at the time of the transfer of sov-
etc.

Ante, p.853. ereignty to the United States as referred to in this act, shall in any
case be made or patent issued for a greater quantity than eleven
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square leagues of land to or in the right of any one original grantee
or claimant, or in the right of any one original grant to two or more
persons jointly, nor for a greater quantity than was authorized by
the respective laws of Spain or Mexico applicable to the claim.

Eighth. No concession, grant, or other authority to acquire land onditional grants,
made upon any condition or requirement, either antecedent or sub- tions unperformed.

sequent, shall be admitted or confirmed unless it shall appear that
every such condition and requirement was performed within the
time and in the manner stated in any such concession, grant, or other
authority to acquire land.

SEC. 14. That if in any case it shall appear that the lands or any Lands decreed to

part thereof decreed to any claimant under the provisions of this act caimant but granted,
etc., by United States

shall have been sold or granted by the United States to any other toanother.
person, such title from the United States to such other person shall u.. title,valid.

remain valid, notwithstanding such decree, and upon proof being Proof of sae and

made to the satisfaction of said court of such sale or grant, and the ue.
value of the lands so sold or granted, such court shall render judg- Judgmentforclaim-

ment in favor of such claimant against the United States for the at

reasonable value of said lands so sold or granted, exclusive of bet-
terments, not exceeding one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre for Maximum value.
such lands; and such judgment, when found, shll be a charge on
the Treasury of the United States. Either party deeming himself Appeal.

aggrieved by such judgment may appeal in the same manner as pro-
vided herein in cases of confirmation of a Spanish or Mexican grant.

For the purpose of ascertaining the value and amount of such lands, Appraisal, etc.

surveys may be ordered by the court, and proof taken before the Appointment of

court, or by a commissioner appointed for that purpose by the court. commissioer.
SEC. 15. That section eight of the act of Congress approved July scertainment and

report on Spanish and

twenty-second, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, entitled "An act to exican claims, etc.
establish the offices of surveyor-general of New Mexico, Kansas, Vol. 0, p. 09, etc.,

and Nebraska, to grant donations to actual settlers therein, and for repealed.

other purposes," and all acts amendatory or in extension thereof, or
supplementary thereto, and all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

SEC. 16. That in township surveys hereafter to be made in the continuous adverse
Territories of New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah, and in the States of Pos-eon for t-ety
Colorado, Nevada, and Wyoming if it shall be made to appear to the i future township

satisfaction of the deputy surveyor making such survey that any Arizonae Utah, colo

person has, through himself, his ancestors, grantors, or their lawful rado Nevada, and

successors in title or possession, been in the continuous adverse actual yomig.
bona fide possession, residing thereon as his home, of any tract of
land or in connection therewith of other lands, all together not
exceeding one hundred and sixty acres in such township for twenty Maximum s ze of

years next preceding the time of making such survey, the deputy tract-
surveyor shall recognize and establish the lines of such possession Depty surveyor to

and make the subdivision of the adjoining lands in accordance there- dmabkreturns, etc.

with. Such possession shall be accurately defined in the field-notes
of the survey and delineated on the township plat, with the bounda-
ries and area of the tract as a separate legal subdivision. The dep-
uty surveyor shall return with his survey the name or names of all
persons so found to be in possession, with a proper description of the

tract in the possession of each as shown by the survey, and the proofs
furnished to him of such possession.

Upon receipt of such survey and proofs the Commissioner of the Review by Commi

General Land Office shall cause careful investigation to be made in Orof GeneralLand

such manner as he shall deem necessary for the ascertainment of
the truth in respect of such claim and occupation, and if satisfied
upon such investigation that the claimant comes within the provi-
sions of this section, he shall cause patents to be issued to the parties Issue of patents

so found to be in possession for the tracts respectively claimed by by
them: Provided, however, That no person shall be entitled to con- Prr soh.
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Limitations. firmation of, or to patent for, more than one hundred and sixty
acres in his own right by virtue of this section: And provided
further, That this section shall not apply to any city lot, town lot,
village lot, farm lot, or pasture lot held under a grant from any cor-

Ante,p.859. poration or town the claim to which may fall within the provisions
of section eleven of this act.

Where township SEC. 17. That in the case of townships heretofore surveyed in the
veys y ade Territories of New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah, and the States of Col-

orado, Nevada, and Wyoming, all persons who, or whose ancestors,
itizensetc., in con- grantors, or their lawful successors in title or possession, became cit-

session, etc., for izens of the United States by reason of the treaty of Guadalupe-
twenty may en- Hidalgo, and who have been in the actual continuous adverse posses-
etc. m sion and residence thereon of tracts of not to exceed one hundred and

voli .9, p. sixty acres each, for twenty years next preceding such survey, shall
be entitled, upon making proof of such facts to the satisfaction of
the register and receivive of the proper land district, and of the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office upon such investigation as is
provided for in section sixteen of this act, to enter without payment
of purchase money, fees, or commissions, such legal subdivisions,
not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, as shall include their

roriso. said possessions: Provided, however, That no person shall be entitled
Limit. to enter more than one such tract, in his own right, under the provi-

sions of this section.
de vereaims SEC. 18. That all claims arising under either of the two next pre-

sion. ceding sections of this act shall be filed with the surveyor-general of
Time limit. the proper State or Territory within two years next after the passage

of this act, and no claim not so filed shall be valid. And the class of
Not to be adjudi- cases provided for in said two next preceding sections shall not be con,

ated b Cort of sidered or adjudicated by the court created by this act, and no tract of
Lands excluded such land shall be subject to entry under the land laws of the United

from entry. States.
uessetion, etc., of SEC. 19. That the powers and functions of the court establishedfunctions, etc., of

court. by this act shall cease and determine on the thirty-first day of Decem-
ber, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and all papers, files, and rec-

Return, etc., of re- ords in the possession of said court belonging to any other publicords, etc., to Interior
Department. office of the United States shall be returned to such office, and all

other papers, files, and records in the possession of or appertaining
to said court shall be returned to and filed in the Department of the
Interior.

Approved, March 3, 1891.

March 3, 191. CHAP. 540.-An act making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety-one,
and for prior years, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
pDeficiecies appr- United States of America in Congress assembled. That the following

sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to supply deficiencies in
the appropriations for the fiscal year eighteen hundred and ninety-
one, and for prior years, and for other objects hereinafter stated,
namely:

Executive. EXECUTIVE.

Exeutie e office. For contingent expenses Executive Office, including stationery
ontnt expenses. therefor, as well as record books, telegrams, books for library, mis-

cellaneous items, and furniture and carpets for offices, care of office
carriage, horses and harness, one thousand five hundred dollars.


