SIXTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. Sgss. II. Cm. 77. 1918.

CHAP. 77.—An Act To amend an Act entitled ““An Act to authorize the estab-
lishment of a Bureau of War Risk Insurance in the Tr Department,” apgroved
September second, nineteen hundred and fourteen, and an Act in amendment thereto,
approved October sixth, nineteen hundred and seventeen.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America vn Congress assembled, That section thirteen, article
one, of the Act approved October sixth, nineteen hundred and seven-

teen, entitled “An Act to authorize the establishment of a Bureau of ed

War Risk Insurance in the Treasury Department,”” be, and is hereby,
amended by striking out the following words in the last sentence:
‘““to regulate the matter of compensation, if any, but in no case to
exceed ten per centum, to be paid to claim agents and attorneys for
services in connection with any of the matters provided for in articles
two, three, and four,” and insert at the end of the sentence the fol-
lowing words: ““Provided, however, That payment to any attorney or
agent for such assistance as may be required in the preparation and
execution of the necessary papers shall not exceed $3 in any one case:
And ided further, That no claim agent aor attorney shall be recog-
nized in the presentation or adjudication of claims under articles . two,
three, and four, except that 1n the event of disagreement as to a
claim under the contract of insurance between the bureau and any
beneficiary or beneficiaries thereunder, an action on the claim may
be brought against the United States in the district court of the
United States in and for the district in which such beneficiaries or
any one of them resides, and that whenever judgment shall be ren-
dered in an action brought pursuant to this provision, the court, as
part of its judgment, shalF determine and allow such reasonable
attorney’s fees, not to exceed five per centum of the amount recov-
ered, to be paid by the claimant in behalf of whom such proceedings
were instituted, to his attorney. : o

“Any person who shall directly or indirectly solicit, contract for,
charge, or receive, or who shall attempt to solicit, contract for,
charge, or receive, any fee or compensation, except as herein pro-
vided, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and for each and every
offense shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $590 or b
imprisonment at hard labor for not more than two years, or by bot}y;
such fine and imprisonment,” so that the section as amended shall
read as follows: ;

‘‘Sec. 13. That the director, subject to the general direction of
the Secretary of the Treasury, shall administer, execute, and enforce
the provisions of this Act, and for that purpose have full power and
authority to make rules and regulations not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, necessary or appropriate to carry out its pur-
poses, and shall decide all questions arising under the Act, except as
otherwise provided in section five. Wherever under any provision
or provisions of the Act regulations are directed or authorized to be
made, such regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, shall
or may be made by the director, subject to the general direction of
the Secretary of the Treasury. The director sha adopt reasonable
gnd proper rules to govern the procedure of the divisions and to
regu.lgte and provide for the nature and extent of the proofs and
evidence and the method of taking and furnishing the same in order
to establish the right to benefits of allowance, allotment, compensa-~
tion, or insurance provided for in this Act, the forms of application
of those claiming to be entitled to such benefits, the meth ds of mak-
mg investigations and medical examinations, and the manner and
form of adjudications and awards: Provided, however, That payment
to any attorney or agent for such assistance as may be required in
the preparation and execution of the necessary papers shall not
exceed $3 in any one case: And provided Surther, That no claim agent
or attorney shall be recognized in the presentation or adjudication
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of claims under articles two, three, and four, except that in the event
of disagreement as to a claim under the contract of insurance be-
tween the bureau and any beneficiary or beneficiaries thereunder an
action on the claim may be brought against the United States in the
district court of the United States in and for the district in which
such beneficiaries or any one of them resides, and that whenever
judgment shall be rendered in an action brought pursuant to this
pDetermination by provision the court, as part of its judgment, shall determine and
o court. allow such reasonable attorney’s fees, not to exceed five per centum
of the amount recovered, to be paid by the claimant in behalf of
whom such proceedings were instituted to his attorney, said fee to
be paid out of the payments to be made to the beneficiary under the
judgment rendered at a rate not exceeding one-tenth of each of such
. payments until paid.
Punishment for ° “Any person who shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, contract for,
unauthorized Yy pel S VL
fees. charge, or receive, or who shall attempt to solicit, contract for, charge,
or receive any fee or compensation, except as herein provided, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and for each and every offense shall be
unishable by & fine of not more-than $500 or by imprisonment at
Eard labor for not more than two years, or by both such fine and
. imprisonment.” -~ ' ‘
petager provision re- EC. 2. That Article IV of said Act, approved October sixth, nine-
Aunte, p. 410, teen hundred and seventeen, entitled “An Act to authorize the estab-
lishment of a Bureau of War Risk Insurance in the Treasury ]Z((af)art-

ment,” is hereby amended by striking out section four hundred and
five thereof.
Approved, May 20, 1918.
M’fg’_’é‘}ﬁ?} 8. CHAP. 78.—An Act Authorizing the President to coordinate or consolidate

executive bureaus, agencies, and offices, and for other purposes, in the interest of
economy and the more efficient concentration of the Government.

o Be it enacted by the Senate and Housli(gj Representatives of the United
ccunoolidation of e States of America in Congress assembled, That for the national secu-
e vibority vested in rity and defense, for the successful prosecution of the war, for the
present war to utilize support and maintenance of the Army and Navy, for the better

e et i 5he Une utilization of resources and industries, and for the more effective

ernment. exercise and more eflicient administration by the President of his

owers as Commander in Chief of the land and naval forces the

%resident is hereby authorized to make such redistribution of func-

tions among executive agencies as he may deem necessary, including

any functions, duties, and powers hitherto by law conferred upon any

executive department, commission, bureau, agency, office, or officer,

) in such manner as in his judgment, shall seem best fitted to carry out

oter oo reeulations, the purposes of this Act, and to this end is authorized to make

such regulations and to issue such orders as he may deem necessary

which regulations and orders shall be in writing and shall be filed

Provitos. with the head of the department affected and constitute a public

Duration of au record: Provided, That this Act shall remain in force during the cox-

thority. tinuance of the present war and for six months after the termination

Termination not to OL th€ War by the proclamation of the treaty of peace, or at such

affect acts done,etc. ~ earlier time as the President may designate: Prowvided further, That

the termination of this Act shall not affect any act done or any right

Limited to acts at °F obligation #ccruing or accrued pursuant fo this Act and during

fecting conduct of the the time that this Act is in force: Provided further, That the authority

war. by this Act granted shall be exercised only in matters relating to the
ranster. of conduct of the present war.

duties, and personnel  SEC. 2. That In carrying out the purposes of this Act the President

of Jepartments, etc., j3 authorized to utilize, coordinate, or consolidate any executive or

’ administrative commissions, bureaus, agencies, offices, or officers
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