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Orville Wright (August 19, 1871 January 30, 1948).
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Facsimile of the telegram sent by Orville Wright on December 17, 1903. Note the error in the spelling of
Orvilles name and the error in listing the air time; the longest flight was actually 59 seconds.
(NASA History Office)
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FOREWORD

An Appreciation of Arthur Renstrom

The publication of this revised and updated edition
of the classic, Wilbur & Orville Wright: A Bibliography
Commemorating the Hundredth Anniversary of the
Birth of Wilbur Wright, April 16, 1867, is an event
worth celebrating. | have three copies of the 1968
Library of Congress original: one within easy reach at
home, one within easy reach at work, and a third copy
squirreled away just in case one of the other two goes
missing. All three copies are dog-eared and literally
coming apart at the seams. Few books in my library
have seen more use over the years.

It is fitting to open this new edition with a few
words about the extraordinary scholar who created the
bibliography. The Wright brothers were still perfecting
their invention when Arthur George Renstrom was
born in Willmar, Minnesota, in 1905. He earned a BA
from the University of Minnesota, a BS in library sci-

ence from the University of Illinois, and an MS in
library science from Columbia University. He joined
the Library of Congress staff as a cataloger in 1931,
and found his true calling when he became reference
librarian of the Aeronautics Division in 1935. Over the
next four decades, he developed a well-earned reputa-
tion as the leading American bibliographer of the air
age, with a string of important publications that includ-
ed: Principal U.S. Investigations in Aeronautics, 1918-
1937 (1938); Subject Headings for the Aeronautical
Index (1940); Aeronautic Americana: A Bibliography of
Book and Pamphlets on Aeronautics Published in
America Before 1909 (1943); Aeronautics in Alaska: A
List of References (1944); United States Aviation Policy:
A Selective Bibliography (1947); and Aeropolitics: A
Selected Bibliography on the Influence of Aviation on
Society (1948).

The classic photograph of the first powered flight at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, on December 17, 1903.
Orville Wright is on the airplane; older brother Wilbur looks on from the sidelines.
(NASA History Office)
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Foreword

Marvin W. McFarland invited Arthur Renstrom to
join him and the other Library of Congress staffers who
would produce The Papers of Wilbur and Orville
Wright (New York: McGraw—Hill, 1953) during its
formative period. The detailed bibliography that he
prepared for that publication would continue to grow
over the years, forming the basis for Wilbur and Orville
Wright: A Bibliography. Fascinated by the Wrights,
Mr. Renstrom produced two more important reference
works: Wilbur & Orville Wright: A Chronology
Commemorating the Hundredth Anniversary of the
Birth of Orville Wright, August 19, 1871 (Washington,
D.C.: Library of Congress, 1975) and Wilbur & Orville
Wright, Pictorial Materials: A Documentary Guide
(Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1982).

Mr. Renstrom served as Assistant Head of the
Aeronautics Division until 1953, when that unit was
reorganized as a section of the Science and Technology
Division. He was eventually named head of the
Aeronautics Section, a post that he held until his retire-
ment. While he never lost interest in the early history of
flight, he was by no means mired in the past. For sev-
eral years he produced an annual, Aeronautics and
Astronautics: Chronology on Science, Policy, and
Technology, for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. He also compiled Aeronautical and
Space Serials: A World List (1962), A Bibliographic
Note on the History of Rocket Technology (1964), and
UFOs and Related Subjects: An Annotated
Bibliography (1969).

Arthur Renstrom retired on July 31, 1975, after 44
years of service to the Library of Congress. He died in
Roseville, Minnesota, on March 19, 1991.

As a graduate student, | was fortunate enough to
have done research in the Science and Technology
Division when Marvin McFarland and Arthur
Renstrom were still very much in charge. Both men
took genuine delight in sharing their unparalleled com-
mand of the literature of flight and their commitment to
meticulous scholarship, qualities that are apparent in
their publications.

This new edition has been updated to cover the
years since 1968. That work was undertaken by the
Federal Research Division of the Library of Congress
under contract with the U.S. Centennial of Flight
Commission. The bibliography is now online at
the Centennial of Flight Commission web site,
<http://www.centennialofflight.gov/1903_bib.htm.> We
can thank the NASA History Office for reissuing it as a
monograph. | have no doubt that copies of this edition
will grow dog-eared and smudged from years of use by
a new generation of enthusiasts fascinated by the story of
Wilbur and Orville Wright. Thank you Mr. Renstrom.

Tom D. Crouch

Senior Curator, Aeronautics
National Air and Space Museum
Smithsonian Institution

June 6, 2002

|
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The Wrights at Fort Myer, Virginia, on 3 September 1908. (NASA History Office)
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Other Bibliographic References

Jakab, Peter L., and Young, Rick, editors. Published
Writings of Wilbur and Orville Wright. Washington,
D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 2000, 316 pp.,
+illus.

Comprehensive source in a single collection, of the
published writings of Wilbur and Orville Wright
their journal articles, transcriptions of speeches, let-
ters to the editor, transcriptions of testimony to con-
gressional committees, and interviews.

Nolan, Patrick B., and Zamonski, John A. Wright
Brothers Collection: A Guide to the Technical, Business
and Legal, Genealogical, Photographic, and Other
Archives at Wright State University. New York: Garland
Publishing, Inc., 187 pp.

An invaluable reference source, this guide
describes the Wright brothers manuscripts and
records: containing aeronautical and non-aeronauti-
cal writings and papers, Bishop Milton Wrights
papers and genealogical materials, photographs, and
recognitions and memorabilia. The guide also con-
tains Wilbur Wright s deposition from the Brief and
Digest of the Evidence for Complaint on Final
Hearing, in the case of The Wright Company Vs.
Herring—Curtiss Company, and Glenn H. Curtiss
titled: Narrative of the Wright Invention. Also
includes an index of persons, places, and selected
subjects.

Renstrom, Arthur G. Wilbur & Orville Wright: A
Bibliography =~ Commemorating the Hundredth
Anniversary of the Birth of Wilbur Wright, April 16,
1867. Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1968,
187 pp.

Comprehensive bibliography of literature on or by
the Wright brothers published worldwide through
1967, commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Wilbur Wright in 1867. Includes an extensive
index of authors, persons, and institutions.
Bibliography of 2,055 entries.

Wilbur & Orville Wright: Pictorial Materials,
Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1982, 200 pp.,
+illus.

Comprehensive bibliography of sources for more
than 1,600 photographs relating to the Wright broth-
ers, many by the Wright brothers themselves. Includes
about 45 sources for works of art, about 50 for car-
toons, and about 25 for audiovisual materials. Also
includes an extensive index. Bibliography of over
1,700 entries.

Unpublished report. Guide to Resources on the Wright
Brothers, Dayton, Ohio, 1999, 38 pp.

Provides a selective but extensive guide to
resources for research on the Wright brothers.
Includes collections related to the Wright Brothers
available to the public at selected museums and
libraries, a selective bibliography of 34 citations, a
selected list of websites, a chronology, and an index.

Wilbur and Orville Wright: A Register of Their Papers in
the Library of Congress. Washington, D.C.: United
States Library of Congress, Manuscript Division,
Register of Papers, 1976, no. 48, 22 pp.

Summarizes the collection of papers of Wilbur and
Orville Wright, both published and unpublished,
given to the Library of Congress in May, 1949, by the
executors of Orville Wrights estate, and additional
materials subsequently donated by other sources,
1949-1973.

Includes diaries and notebooks (1900-1919), fami-
ly correspondence (1881-1924), general correspon-
dence (1899-1948), subject file of materials by others,
scrapbooks (1902-1948), articles by the Wright broth-
ers and miscellaneous biographical information, and
ancillary papers which consist of the typescript of the
Papers of Wilbur and Orville Wright, edited by
Marvin W. McFarland, originally published in 1953.

Published Writings of Wilbur
and Orville Wright

Wilbur Wright

Wright, Wilbur. Angle of Incidence. The Aeronautical
Journal, July 1901, vol. 5, pp. 47—49.
As far as can be ascertained, this brief article and
Die Wagerechte Lage Wahrend des Gleitfluges (see
below) by Wilbur Wright constitute the first aeronau-
tical writings of the brothers to appear in print.

The Earliest Wright Flights A Letter from
Wilbur Wright. Scientific American, July 16, 1910, vol.
103, p. 47.
Comment on an editorial in the June 25th issue of
the magazine and the use of the term open flights
with reference to the Wrights.

. Experiments and Observations in Soaring
Flight. [Preprint of Journal of the Western Society of

A Bibliography l



Published Writings of Wilbur and Orville Wright

Engineers.] Chicago: Western Society of Engineers,
1903, 18 pp., +illus.

Published also in Journal of the Western Society of
Engineers, Aug. 1903, vol. 8, pp. 400—417; translation
of selected excerpts with title, Versuche und
Beobachtungen im Schwebeflug [signed A. S, i.e.,
Arthur  Stenzel], Illustrierte  Aeronautische
Mitteilungen, Oct. 1903, vol. 7, pp. 331—334; abstract
Engineering Magazine, Nov. 1903, vol. 26, p. 279;
abstract Le G nie Civil, Nov. 7, 1903, vol. 44, pp.
9—10; with title, The Later Experiments of the Wright
Brothers in Soaring Flight, The Aero Manual, 1909,
pp. 22—33 (also 1910 ed.).

Paper presented before the Western Society of
Engineers, June 24, 1903, giving an account of glid-
ing experiments at Kitty Hawk, N.C., September and
October 1902. Discussion and questions by Octave
Chanute and others.

. The Experiments of a Flying Man. Independent,
Feb. 4, 1904, vol. 56, pp. 242—246, +illus.

Abridged with title, Experiments in Flying,
Science, Feb. 12, 1904, vol. 119 (n. s.), pp. 269—270;
with title, The Wright Experiments in Flying,
Scientific American Supplement, Mar. 12, 1904, vol.
57, pp. 23571—23572; reprinted in Humphreys,
Pauline A., and Hosey Gertrude, Romance of the
Airmen, Boston: Ginn and Company, 1931, pp.
197—205.

The use of Wilbur Wright s signature on this article
was unauthorized. See editor s retraction, with apolo-
gies, in Independent, February 25, 1904, p. 455 and
March 10, 1904, p. 574.

. Flying as a Sport Its Possibilities. Scientific
American, Feb. 29, 1908, vol. 98, p. 139.

Reprinted in part with title, The Fun of Flying, by
Wilbur Wright and others, Life [Melbourne], Apr.
1909, vol. 11, pp. 368—369.

Contributed to a Sportsmans Number of the
magazine.

. Flying from London to Manchester. Specially
Written for The London Magazine. London Magazine,
Feb. 1909, vol. 21, pp. 617—625, +illus.

Abridged in L Aviation illustr e, Mar. 20, 1909,
vol. 1, no. 9, p. 4; La Conqu te de | air, Apr. 1, 1909,
vol. 6, no. 7, p. 3.

Discussion of Daily Mail prize of $10,000
offered to first flyer to complete journey from London
to Manchester within a period of twenty-four hours
and with only two stops en route.

. How to Glide and Soaring Flight. Flight, Oct. 2-
Nov. 27, 1909, vol. 1, pp. 607—608, 621—622, 647—648,

672—673, 693—694, 721—723, 757—758, +illus.
In this, Experiments and Observations in Soaring
Flight and Some Aeronautical Experiments are
abridged and combined.

. [in part] Octave Chanute s Work in Aviation.
Aeronautics, Jan. 1911, vol. 8, no. 1 p. 4.
Tribute written shortly after Chanutes death on
November 24, 1910.

. Otto Lilienthal. Aero Club of America Bulletin,
Sept. 1912, vol. 1, no. 8, pp. 20—21, +illus.

Wilbur Wright s last article, written May 1912, a
day or two before he was stricken with typhoid fever.
Attempts to define Lilienthal s place in aeronautical
history. Published posthumously.

Some Aeronautical Experiments. Reprint from
Journal of the Western Society of Engineers. [Chicago:
Western Society of Engineers, 1901] 22 pp., +illus.

Published also in Journal of the Western Society of
Engineers, Dec. 1901, vol. 6, pp. 489—510; abstract
Engineering Magazine, Feb. 1902, vol. 22, pp.
773—774; abstract Scientific American, Feb. 22, 1902,
vol. 100, p. 125; Automotor Journal, Feb—Mar. 1902,
vol. 4, pp. 196—198, 240—243; summarized with title,
Recent Aeronautic Experiments, Fieldens Magazine,
Mar. 1902, vol. 6, pp. 261—272; Flying, Mar., June, Oct.
1902, Jan. 1903, vol. 1, pp. 87—94, 138—140, 189—191,
226—229; translation with title, Die Gleitversuche der
Br der Wright, Wiener Luftschiffer-Zeitung, May
1903, vol. 2, pp. 95—99; Annual Report of the
Smithsonian Institution, 1902, Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1903, pp. 138—148, and
reprinted as Smithsonian Publication 1380,
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1903;
with title, Some Classical Aeronautical Experiments,
Aero, May 25, June 1-15, 1909, vol. 1, pp. 3—4, 23—24,
39—40, 57—58; with title, The Wright Brothers First
Gliding Experiments, The Aero Manual, 1909, pp.
4—21 (also 1910 ed.); The Aeronautical Journal,
July/Sept. 1916, vol. 20, pp. 86—97; Orville Wright
Dinner of the Society of Automotive Engineers, Inc.,
July [June] 17, 1918, Dayton, Ohio, New York; Society
of Automotive Engineers, 1918, pp. 23—32; reprinted in
part in The Early History of the Airplane, Dayton: The
Dayton—Wright Airplane Co., [1922], pp. 16—24.

Paper presented before the Western Society of
Engineers, September 16, 1901. First extensive public
account of the Wrights gliding experiments at Kitty
Hawk, N.C., October 1900 and July and August 1901.
Introduction by Octave Chanute, president of the
Society, at whose invitation the address was made.
Few other articles on the subject have been so fre-
quently reprinted or widely quoted.
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Published Writings of Wilbur and Orville Wright

W. Wright on Altitude and Fancy Flying. Aero,
Dec. 17, 1910, vol. 1, no. 11, p. 3.

Published also in Flight, December 31, 1910, vol.
2, p.1083.

Letter to the editor of Aero objecting to editorial in
same, November 26, 1910, p. 12, which distorted
Wrights views. States Wrights believed in all kinds
of flying which demonstrate the merits of the
machine.

D i e Wagerechte Lage Wahrend des Gleitfluges.
Ilustrierte Aeronautische Mitteilungen, July 1901, vol.
5, pp. 108—109.

Cites advantages of the horizontal position of the
operator during gliding flights as opposed to the
upright position used by earlier experimenters.

. What Cl ment Ader Did. Aero Club of America
Bulletin, May 1912 vol. 1, no. 4, pp. 17—19, +illus.

Published also in The Aeronautical Journal,
July/Sept. 1916, vol. 20, pp. 110-115.

Depreciation of French claims for Ader as the first
to achieve heavier-than-air flight. Quotes extensively
from Report of the Trials of Mr. Cl ment Aders
Aviation Apparatus, General Mensier, Chairman of
the Committee, October 21, 1897.

What Mouillard Did. Aero Club of America
Bulletin, Apr. 1912, vol. 1, no. 3, pp. 2—4, +illus.

Published also in The Aeronautical Journal,
July/Sept. 1916, vol. 20, pp. 107—110.

Prompted by the erection of a monument to Louis-
Pierre Mouillard at Heliopolis, Egypt, February 25,
1912, under the sponsorship of the so-called Ligue
Arrienne. It had been claimed that Mouillard con-
ceived the use of wing warping and its application to
lateral control, and that this concept had been com-
municated to the Wrights by Octave Chanute.

For discussion by A. Henry-Co annier see La
Revue aerienne, May 10, 1912, vol. 5, pp. 241—243;
for another by Paul Hamelle, see La Vie au grand air,
July 6, 1912, vol. 15, p. 532.

Orville Wright

Wright, Orville. Air Routes to the National Parks. In
Proceedings of the National Parks Conference, held in
the Auditorium of the New National Museum,
Washington, D.C., January 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, 1917,
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1917,
pp. 280—283.

Published also in Flying, Feb. 1917, vol. 6, no. 1,

p. 64.

Address by Orville Wright, January 5, citing advan-
tages of air travel for reaching national parks and need
for additional landing facilities in or near them.
Includes introductory remarks by the presiding offi-
cer, Dr. H. M. Rowe.

Amazing Records. Popular Science Monthly,
June 1929. vol. 114, no. 6., p. 18.
Interview statement by Orville Wright in answer to
question submitted to leading American aviation
experts: What is Ahead in Aviation?

The Commercial Airplane. In New York Aero
Show Program, [New York: 1920,] 1 p.
Ar sum of the postwar developments in the use of
the aeroplane for pleasure and commerce.

. Diary of the First Flight. Colliers, Dec. 25,
1948, vol. 122, pp. 32—33, +illus.

Published also in Kelly, Fred C., Miracle at Kitty
Hawk, New York: Farrar, Straus and Young, 1951, pp.
114116; with title, At Kitty Hawk Dec. 17, 1903,
in Air Force, Sept. 1953, vol. 36, p. 18; in McFarland,
Marvin W., ed., The Papers of Wilbur and Orville
Wright, New York: McGraw—Hill Book Company,
1953, vol. 1, pp. 394—397; and in Dunaway, Philip,
and George de Kay, Turning Point; Fateful Moments
That Revealed Men and Made History, New York:
Random House, 1958, pp. 245—249.

Entry of December 17, 1903, Orville Wrights
Diary D.

. [in part.] LEmpire des airs et son avenir. Figaro
illustr , Feb. 1909, no. 227, p. 30, ports.
Contributed to a roundup of opinion on one of the
important questions of the day. Contains facsimile sig-
nature of Orville Wright.

. First Flight. American Legion Monthly, Sept.
1926, vol. 1, no. 3, pp. 14—15, +illus.
Published also in Congressional Record, Feb. 8,
1927, vol. 68, pp. 3281—3282.
Brief account contributed by Orville to article
Winged Pioneers, which includes statements by
thirteen noted aviators and aeronautical engineers.

[Fortieth Year Anniversary Statement.] In

Aerosphere, 1943, New York: Aerosphere, Inc., 1944,

p. CV.
Brief comment on the general use of the aeroplane.

Future of the Aeroplane. Country Life, Jan.
1909, vol. 15, pp. 252—253.
Predicts commercial future for the aeroplane.
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Published Writings of Wilbur and Orville Wright

The Future of Civil Flying. Aviation, Jan. 1,
1919, vol. 5, p. 676.
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at low speeds and provision of adequate landing
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Reprinted Boy s Life, Dec. 1928, vol. 28, no. 12, pp.
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Adventure, New York, London: G. P. Putnam, 1931,
pp. 29—40.

R sum of early flying experiments at Kitty Hawk,
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17, 1903.
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with Commentary by Fred C. Kelly. Drawings by James
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al. Vs. The United States, Evidence for Defendant,
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1923,
pp. 651—691, 694—714, 857.

. How We Made the First Flight. Flying, Dec.
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Also in Orville Wright Dinner of the Society of
Automotive Engineers, Inc., July [June] 17, 1918
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Engineers, 1918, pp. 14—22; Flying, New York, Dec.
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15, 1919, vol. 5, pp. 24—25, 44—46; Aircraft Year Book,
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Kelly, Fred C., The Wright Brothers, New York:
Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1943, pp. 96—102, and same
New York: Farrar, Straus and Young, 1950, pp. 96—102.
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flights of December 17, 1903.

. Introduction to Hayward, Charles B. Practical
Aeronautics, Chicago: American  School of
Correspondence, 1912, p. xv.

Also in 2d ed., Chicago: American Technical
Society, 1919.

Approves of Hayward s account [pp. 107—126] of
Wrights early work, especially the chapter on their
patent litigation [pp. 505—524]. This chapter was
omitted from the 2d ed.

Introduction to Jacobs, Anne Marguerite.
Knights of the Wing, New York, London: The Century
Co., 1928, pp. vii—viii.

. Inventor of the Airplane Details Some of Early
Experiences in Radio Message to the World. National
Aeronautic Association Review, Jan. 1, 1924, vol. 2, no.
1,p. 3
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1924, vol. 8, no. 1, pp. 2—4.
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. Inverted Aeroplane Stresses. Aeronautics, Apr.
1912, vol. 10, no. 4, p. 119.
Opinion as to cause of Lieut. Henry P. Sevilles
fatal accident, March 13, 1912.
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Popular Science Monthly, Feb. 1922, vol. 100, no. 2, p.
68, +illus.

Contributed by Orville Wright to symposium on
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. My Narrowest Escape in the Air. As told by him
to Leslie W. Quirk for the readers of Boys Life. Boys
Life, Aug. 1914, vol. 4, pp. 5, +illus.

Account of the Fort Myer accident, September 17,

1908.

The Mythical Whitehead Flight. U.S. Air
Services, Aug. 1945, vol. 30, p. 9.
Published also in U.S. Air Services, Apr. 1953, vol.
38,n0.4,p.7.
Comment on statement in Reader s Digest, July
1945, p. 57, in an article The Man Who Knows
Everything, by Mort Wesinger (abridged from
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Liberty, April 28, 1945), re-regarding Gustave
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. Our Early Flying Machine Development.
Slipstream, Jan. 1925, vol. 6, no. 1, pp. 11—15, +illus.
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Services, Dec. 1943, vol. 28, no. 12, pp. 12—17, +illus.
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Possibilities of Soaring Flight. U.S. Air
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Sept. 26, 1914, vol. 78, pp. 206—207; abstract
Aeroplane, Oct. 9, 1914, vol. 6, pp. 1024—1026;
reprinted Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company,
1914; Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution,
1914, Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office,
1915, pp. 209—216, and reprinted as Smithsonian
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8, p. 114, +illus.
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The Story of the Wright Brothers Early
Developments. In  Dayton-Wright  Airplanes,
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Dayton: The General Motors Corporation, Dayton—
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Magazine, June 1906, vol. 5, pp. 332—333; Revue
d artillerie, Oct. 1906, vol. 69, pp. XII—XV; American
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Miracle at Kitty Hawk; the Letters of Wilbur
and Orville Wright, edited by Fred C. Kelly. New York:
Farrar, Straus and Young, 1951, 482 pp., +illus.
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Gives comparative data for 1903, 1904, and 1905
Wright aeroplanes. Appended are letters to the Aero
Club of America from four witnesses of flights made
by the Wrights at Dayton in 1905.
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vol. 7, pp. 23—34, +illus.

) Wilbur & Orville Wright



Published Writings of Wilbur and Orville Wright

Extensive account of the Wright brothers papers
received by the Library of Congress, May 27, 1949,
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